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Editorial 

In December 2007, the Italian 
parliament signed a law granting the 
InterAcademy Medical Panel (IAMP) 
€500,000 (US$750,000 a year). 

The funds will be used to cover 
IAMP's operational expenses and 
expand its programmatic activities. 
The law specifies that the money 
should be added to the annual 
budget of IAMP's host academy, 
TWAS, for the purposes of funding 
IAMP on a permanent basis.  

Italy's generosity is, of course, 
welcomed news and it will change 
the needs and direction of IAMP’s 
fund-raising activities – in very 
positive ways.  

The implication of these changes will 
be discussed at the next meeting of 
the IAMP Executive Committee (EC), 
which is tentatively scheduled to take 
place in September 2008. The 
meeting will also allow the EC to 
explore IAMP's next steps within the 
context of the organization's 
Strategic Action Plan. 

The EC has drafted a new budget 
and issued a call for proposals for 
2008.  

IAMP's good fortune means that it 
will need to put new policies and 
procedures in place to guide the 
future selection, development, and 
management of IAMP programmes 
and projects. 

IAMP follows UNESCO's 
administrative procedures. The 
procedures govern TWAS as well. 
IAMP and TWAS have signed a 
document outlining the terms under 
which TWAS serves as the host 
organization for IAMP. That 
document has – and will continue to 
– guide the relationship between the 
two organizations as we move into 
this new and, what promises to be, 
fruitful era of expanded activities and 
accomplishments.   
 
Guy de Thé 
Anthony Mbewu 
Co-chairs  
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The IAMP Executive Committee (EC) has issued a general call for proposals to 
member academies for 2008. Due to the exploratory nature of this effort (it is the first 
call for proposals issued under IAMP's expanded budget), funds will be allocated on a 
one-time basis. However, if a project is successful, additional funds could be made 
available in the future. 
 

The following critieria will be taken into account when evaluating the proposals: 
 
1. Broad regional support from academy members. 
 
2. Alignment with IAMP’s core missions. 
 
3. Emphasis on capacity building, especially for new academies in developing 

countries. 
 
4. Partnerships with other organizations such as the InterAcademy Panel (IAP) and 

the InterAcademy Council (IAC). 
 
5. Affinity to IAMP's mandate rather than the mandates of other organisations to 

help ensure that we do not repeat activities being carried out elsewhere. 
 
6. Clearly defined outputs whose utility can be evaluated. 
 
7. A detailed budget, including the full amount of financial support requested from 

IAMP.  
 
8. Workplans, with milestones and key performance indicators. 
 
9. Listing of financial or in-kind contributions from participating academies, 

networks and other organisations.  
 

GRANT GUIDELINES AND APPLICATION FORMS ARE AVAILABLE AT: 

 www.iamp-online.org 

2008 Call For Proposals 
 

From the Secretariat  
The IAMP Strategic Action Plan , commissioned by the EC in April 2007 and 
circulated to IAMP members in September 2007, outlines the goals and 
objectives of IAMP. It also includes brief descriptions of the programmes that 
have been endorsed by the IAMP General Assembly. 
 
In addition to guiding IAMP in the years ahead, the plan will also be presented to 
potential donors as part of a larger effort to solicit funds from foundations and 
international aid agencies for IAMP programmes and activities. A 2-page 
summary  of the plan has been drafted and will be presented at the next EC 
meeting before being circulated to the members. 
 
The Mexican Academy of Medicine has generously agreed to host the next  EC 
meeting in Mexico City  in September 2008. The meeting will take place 
concurrently with the the bi-annual meeting of the Association of Latin American 
Academies of Medicine (ALANAM). Additional details will soon be posted on the 
website. 
 

The next IAMP 2009 General Assembly  will be held in South Africa in late 2009. 

Additional information will be posted on the web as it becomes available. 
 



 

 

Reducin g Maternal and 
Perinatal Mortality 
On 14-15 December 2007, the steering 
committee for the IAMP initiative to 
reduce maternal and perinatal mortality 
in low-income countries met in Trieste.  

Representatives of member academies 
from Albania, Armenia, Bolivia, 
Cameroon, Kenya, Nigeria, Philippines, 
Tajikistan and Uganda participated in 
the event. The academies was 
selected based on a call for proposals 
sent to IAP and IAP members.  

Each of the participating academies 
agreed to prepare a needs assessment 
study based on guidelines drafted 
during the workshop. The studies were 
submitted to the IAMP secretariat in 
late February 2008. 

The steering committee is currently 
vetting the studies and seeking to 
identify potential funders. For additional 
information, contact jan.lindsten@ki.se 

December 2007 Workshop Participants 

 
L-R: P. Nampala (Uganda) B. Estambale 
(Kenya) J. Oyieke (Kenya) M. Odubanjo 
(Nigeria) E. Aranda (Bolivia) P. McGrath 
(TWAS) F. Esan (Nigeria) M. A. Silvestre 
(Philippines) D. Richard-Lenoble (France) R. 
Leke (Cameroon) G. Lindmark (Sweden) C. 
Matiko (Tanzania) F. Mirembe (Uganda) J. 
Lindsten (Sweden) V. Fellman (Finland) E. 
Tushe (Albania) D. Urassa (Tanzania) B. 
Kirkwood (UK) M. Kareithi (IAMP) 

Scientific Writing  
The Academy of Science of South 
Africa (ASSAf) hosted the 2nd 
Scientific Writing Workshop on 4-6 
March 2008 in Pretoria, South Africa. 
Some 20 young African scientists were 
in attendance, including participants 
from Lesotho, Botswana, Swaziland, 
Zimbabwe, Namibia, Mauritius and 
South Africa.  

Course work covered the essential 
ingredients of good scientific writing; 
strategies for effectively communicating 
scientific information to the public; and 
discussions on how to prepare 
successful research grant proposals.  

The workshop helped to promote 
networking among both individuals 
(young scientists) and institutions 
(academies of science in Africa).  

The workshop also highlighted the 
need to assist young scientists and 
health clinicians in order to 
increase their scientific writing and 
communication skills, especially 
when preparing grant proposals, 
manuscripts and reports. 

Participants unanimously agreed 
that similar workshops should be 
held in the future. 

Efforts to do so would fit well with 
the educational mission of 
academies of medicine and of 
sciences. 

As a result, IAMP co-chairs are 
exploring the possibility of holding 
additional workshops aimed at 
defining and fine-tuning the 
programme.  

For more information, contact 
Simon@assaf.org.za 

Emerging Infections  
A joint organizing group is about to 
be convened to consider the scope 
and potential funding opportunites 
for an IAC-IAMP study on improving 
global surveillance for emerging 
zoonotic diseases such as avian 
influenza and SARS. The initiative 
follows a request by the Board of 
the InterAcademy Council (IAC) for 
IAC-IAMP to develop a joint 
proposal to examine this issue. 

Following a meeting, hosted by the 
Académie de Médicine, in Paris on 
1 May 2008 a report detailing and 
the criteria that will be used to 
commission individuals to join the 
study panel will be submitted to the 
IAC Board. 

 IAC could then  formally request 
member organizations of IAP, IAMP 
and Council of Academies of 
Engineering and Technological 
Sciences (CAETS) to assess the 
report. Specifically, the member 
organizations will be asked to 
evaluate the report's 
recommendations, provide insights 
on how to move forward and 
suggest  nominations for the study 
panel. Future efforts will also 
involve discussions on potential 
strategies for securing funding from 
prospective donors. 

For additional information, contact 
j.campbell@iac.knaw.nl 
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Member Academies  
Academia Nacional de Medicina de Buenos 
Aires  
Academy of Medical Sciences of Armenia 
The National Academy of Sciences, Armenia 
Australian Academy of Science 
Austrian Academy of Sciences 
Bangladesh Academy of Sciences 
Belgian Royal Academy of Medicine 
Federation of European Academies of Medicine 
Academia Boliviana de Medicina 
Academia Nacional de Medicina, Brazil 
Brazilian Academy of Sciences 
Cameroon Academy of Sciences 
Canadian Academy of Health Sciences 
Academia Chilena de Medicina 
Chinese Academy of Engineering  
Chinese Academy of Sciences (CAS) 
Academia Nacional de Medicina de Colombia 
Croatian Academy of Medical Sciences 
Croatian Academy of Sciences & Arts 
Cuban Academy of Sciences 
Academy of Sciences of the Czech Republic  
Academy of Scientific Research & Technology  
The Delegation of the Finnish Academies of 
Science & Letters 
Académie Nationale de Médecine 
Académie des Sciences 
Académie des Technologies, France 
Union of  German Academies of Sciences & 
Humanities 
The German Academy of Sciences, Leopoldina 
Academy of Athens 
Hungarian Academy of Sciences 
National Academy of Medical Sciences, India 
Indonesian Academy of Sciences 
Academy of Medical Sciences, Iran 
Accademia Nazionale dei Lincei 
TWAS 
Science Council of Japan 
African Academy of Sciences 
Kenya National Academy of Sciences 
The National Academy of Sciences, Rep. of 
Korea 
Latvian Academy of Sciences  
Lithuanian Academy of Sciences 
Macedonian Academy of Sciences & Arts 
Academy of Sciences Malaysia 
National Academy of Medicine of Mexico  
Mongolian Academy of Sciences 
The Royal Netherlands Academy of Arts & 
Sciences 
Nigerian Academy of Sciences  
Norwegian Academy of Sciences & Letters 
Palestine Academy for Science & Technology 
National Academy of Science & Technology, 
Philippines  
Polish Academy of Sciences 
The Caribbean Academy of Sciences  
Russian Academy of Medical Sciences 
Académie des Sciences et Techniques, Sénégal 
Slovak Academy of Science 
Slovenian Academy of Sciences & Arts  
Academy of Science of South Africa 
National Academy of Sciences of Sri Lanka 
Royal Swedish Academy of Sciences  
Swiss Academy  of Medical Sciences 
Turkish Academy of Sciences 
Uganda National Academy Sciences 
Academy of Medical Sciences 
Institute of Medicine, US NAS 
 

Contact details are available from the IAMP 
Secretariat 
 
 

                      PROGRAMMES UPDATE 


