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Most infectious diseases that have arisen in the past two decades have been zoonotic
diseases or closely associated with animal hosts. Persistent microbial infections, such as
AIDS and vira hepatitis, are increasing and remain maor health problems. The risk of
pandemic influenzais causing world-wide panic, while drug resistance is a nightmare for
clinicians. In paralld with the World Health Organization, the expertise of international
medica academies can play an important role in promoting international collaboration in
science and in making invaluabl e suggestions to policy makers.



